
 

Newsletter February 2016 

                                           Inspire, Believe, Achieve 

 
Our aim is to inspire and encourage our children to believe in their ability to succeed through learning. This vision will 

enable them to achieve and succeed in reaching their full potential and beyond, now and for their future. 

 

Head teacher update 
Remember to visit the website to see what has been happening in and around our school. There are some great 

photographs to show what the children have been doing. Teachers have sent out this term’s curriculum newsletters and 

copies can be found on our website.  

 

Holidays during term time 

Just a reminder that holidays during term time will not be authorised. Thank you to those parents/carers who inform us 

of holidays. We appreciate your honesty. A reminder that at key points during a child’s time in primary school they are 

assessed and their results are reported to central government. These are some specific times where children’s absence 

has significant impact on the pupils and the school.  

Y1 phonic screening which takes place between 13th and 17th June 2016. 

Y2 SATs will take place during May 2016 and significant input will be given during the month of April to prepare the 

children for the new test format and expectations. 

Y6 SATS week 9th to 13th May 2016. Teacher assessments will be made during the month of May and reported so 

children’s punctuality and attendance is really important. This will support their preparation and help them to feel 

completely ready for these new tests and assessments. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance data for the school year from September 2015 to January 2016 is at 96.16% 

 

Safeguarding 

We believe that safeguarding is an important part of the work with children and young adults so will keep this reminder 

in all of our newsletters. 

Just a reminder - safeguarding is the responsibility of all of us. If we are concerned about the safety of any child, we 

should let somebody know. Mrs Flack is the designated safeguarding person in school. In her absence, contact Mrs Adie 

who has now also been trained as a designated safeguarding person. 

 

School Parliament 

It’s been a busy time for members of School Parliament. 

They discussed the charities that they would like the school to raise money for during this school year. 

Global Charities:  UNICEF and WATER AID 

National Charities:  MACMILLAN, NSPCC, CHILDREN IN NEED, SPORTS RELIEF. 

Local Charity:  Sainsbury’s Penngate Foundation. 

It was decided that they will raise funds for the global charities by taking a table at the Farmer’s Market on 24/3/16. 

Following a debate, members allocated £250 of their budget to be spent on new play equipment.  This will be shared 

between all classes. 

Member from years 5 and 6 asked Mrs Flack if they could have lockers for upper KS2. They are delighted to announce 

that these will be installed as soon as possible. 

The School Parliament is currently reviewing our learning environment and will suggest ways that we can make our 

school even more fabulous! 

 

E safety 

At Whaplode we are always conscious of the massive potential technology can have, but also of the potential misuse of 

this technology as well. Whilst it can bring massive advantages to both home and school life we pride ourselves on the 

fact that e-safety is always at the forefront of our thinking. Recently our digital leaders have been in to each Key Stage 2 

classroom and delivered a lesson of their own design to their peers about the dangers of social media and apps such as 

Snapchat and Instagram. During these sessions they had wonderful discussions about how to stay safe online and 

always ask parental permission before doing, playing, or buying anything online. 

 

They also discussed how to report inappropriate content such as indecent images or age inappropriate games such as 

Grand Theft Auto(18) and Assassins Creed(13+). Simon Pile, an ADE colleague of mine, has written a selection of 

wonderful e-books based on e-safety and conversations that he has had with both parents and students. They are called; 



“Is that your password?”, “Is that your social network?” and “Is that your search engine?” and are free to download 

from the Apple iBooks Store.   

 

Nits 

We still have children in school who have not been treated for nits after being contacted. This is very frustrating for 

parents/carers that regularly check and treat if necessary. Please check your children on a regular basis and treat if 

necessary so we can try and become nit free. 

 

FSM entitlement 

If your personal circumstances change, your child/children may be entitled to Free School Meals. 

Please complete the LCC Free School Meal Checker Form (available from the office) then your details will be checked 

for eligibility and you will be notified accordingly. 

 

School Lunches 

A reminder that A Country Kitchen will be our new school lunch provider as of Monday 22nd February.  All meals must 

be ordered through the school office or via email to lorraine.rous@whaplode.lincs.sch.uk  by 9am Monday for meals 

required the following week.  Menus and order forms can be found on the Whaplode School website.   

For meals week commencing Monday 22nd February, the order deadline is 9am on Monday 8th February. 

 

Soccer Stars  
The after school Soccer Stars club run by Simon has again started.  Both boys and girls are welcome to attend, no 

advance booking required, just turn up and pay £2.00 for the session.   

The clubs run every Tuesday 3.25– 4.15pm for Years 1, 2 & 3 and every Wednesday 3.25– 4.15pm for Years 4, 5 & 6.  

For further information please contact Simon on 07748 958534. 

 

 

Cold Weather 
Please ensure that children have appropriate outdoor clothing in school for cold weather such as a winter coat, hat and 

gloves.  Children do go outside at break and lunchtimes.   

 

Possible school closure due to bad weather 

If weather conditions deteriorate and we have to close the school, you will be advised of the closure via the following 

media.  Please check these before attempting to ring the school directly. 

Each school makes its own decision regarding closures and it should not be assumed that we are closed because other 

schools are. 

 

Radio Lincolnshire  FM (VHF) 94.9 megahertz 

    Medium Wave    1368 kilohertz/219m 

    www.bbc.co.uk/lincolnshire 

 

Lincs FM   FM (VHF) 102.2 megahertz 

    www.lincsfm.co.uk 

Our own website  www.whaplodeprimary.co.uk 

 

Dates for your dairy 

 

03.2.2016     KS1 visit to Burghley House 

04.2.2016     Reception class visit Hamerton Zoo 

12.2.2016     End of term  

22.2.2016     Start of term 4 

15.3.2016     Parents evening 

17.3.2016     Parents evening 

17.3.2016     School photographs start at 09:00 

22.3.2016     Y3/4 performance 

23.3.2016     Y3/4 performance 

24.3.2016     09:30 Easter Service at Church 

24.3.2016     Farmers market in the afternoon 

24.3.2016     End of term 4 

11.4.2016     Training Day 

12.4.2016     Start of Summer Term 
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